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Awards Recognize Contributions to Welfare of the Aged 


Senior Citizen Society—Schenectady 


Schenectady’s Mayor Stratton made the 1958 
senior citizen award at a recent ceremony at the 
City Hall. This was the third in the series estab- 
lished by the Schenectady Society of Senior 
Citizens and went to Paul Benjamin, President of 
the Senior Citizens Center. 

The “Senior Citizen of the Year” is chosen by 
aboard of judges instructed to “select from those 
individuals nominated, the person who has the best 
recommendations and seems, in the opinion of the 
judges, to best represent the ideal Senior Citizen’’. 
The candidates should be at least 65 years of 
age, “preferably not fully employed”, and meet 
one or more of the following criteria: 

l. He has placed his time and abilities at the 
service of his community, and is beloved for his 
concern for people and their welfare. 

. He has had a distinguished career as a scien- 

tist, artist, educator, preacher, writer, etc. 

. He has made a contribution which has advanced 
the welfare of mankind in medicine, literature, 
science, education, business, religion, etc. 

. By his character, devotion to family, and service 
to church, neighbors, and community, he has 
set a worthy example. 

The award, symbolized by an inscribed loving 
cup, was made: In 1956 to Mrs. Jessie T. Zoller, 
President of the Board of Education; in 1957 to 
Wiliam Turnbull, Mayor of Scotia; and in 1958 to 

Paul L, Benjamin, President of the Senior Citizens 
| Center, former President of the American Associa- 

tion of Social Workers, and New York State repre- 
| 8entative of the Senior Citizens of America. In 
addition, a special citation was awarded to Mon- 

Signor John J. Finn and a letter of commenda- 

tion to Harry Ruvin. 

e Senior Citizens Center is located at 6 La- 

fayette St. » Schenectady 5. N. Y. 


Labor Union—New York City 


The Senior 65ers, the 600 retired members of 
District 65 of the Retail, Wholesale, and Depart- 
ment Store Union, AFL-CIO, wound up their cele- 
bration of May as Senior Citizens’ Month, with an 
inspiring awards ceremony in the Penthouse Ball- 
room at Union headquarters, 13 Astor PIl., N. Y. 3. 

District 65 is an outstanding pioneer in the 
development of well-rounded programs for retired 
members, including an 8-year-old pension plan, 
complete health insurance, social and recreational 
activities, adult education, etc. 

The awards, first made in 1957, are designed to 
recognize the ‘present accomplishments of the 
social and medical sciences for the welfare of the 
aged and to augment the incentives to future work 
in these fields. The 1958 awards went to: 
“SENATOR THOMAS C. DESMOND—Recently retired 
veteran chairman of the New York State Joint 
Legislative Committee on Problems of the Aged, 
one of the first legislative bodies in the United 
States to seek ways of expanding services and 
facilities for the aged by ‘government. 

“Dr. HOWARD A. RUSK—Chairman of the world- 
famous Department of Physical Medicine and Re- 
habilitation, New York University-Bellevue Medi- 
cal Center. A noted authority and pioneer in his 
field, Dr. Rusk has developed new techniques for 
rehabilitating the disabled aged, as well as persons 
of all other age groups. 

“REPRESENTATIVE AIME J. FORAND—Author of 
legislation, widely indorsed by leading social wel- 
fare organizations, to increase social security bene- 
fits and to extend provisions for medical care. 
The proposed law, which popularly bears the name 
of the Rhode Island Congressman, has been called 
‘one of the most important pieces of legislation 
now before Congress’. 

“JEAN WALLACE CAREY—Director of Division on 








Care of the Aged, Federation of Protestant Wel- 
fare Agencies. She has pioneered new directions 
of-social services for the aged.” 

“We believe that the presentation of awards to 
such distinguished figures”, said District 65 Presi- 
dent David Livingston, “serves most effectively 
to implement the purpose of Senior Citizens’ 
Month as proclaimed both by Governor Harriman 
and Mayor Wagner: to focus greater public atten- 
tion on the problems and contributions of senior 
citizens in our state and city. Such events, we 
hope, will tend to increase public support for 
the work yet to be done to-enable all the aged 
of our community to live more secure, satisfying 
lives.” 


Legislation for the Aged in New York 


The recently completed 1958 session of the 
New York State legislature brought an unusual 
amount of legislation affecting the aged, adding 
to the advanced position of the Empire State in 
its concern for its senior citizens. Major enact- 
ments fall in a number of categories: 


Employment and Income Maintenance 


Discriminatory practices in the employment, 
retention, or discharge of persons aged 45 to 65, 
based on age without relation to the require- 
ments of the job, are prohibited. This is di- 
rected to employers, employment agencies, and 
advertisers. The sum of $30,000 was appropriated 
to the State Commission Against Discrimination 
for enforcement purposes. Public authorities and 
public school boards come under a similar prohibi- 
tion against discriminatory hiring and employ- 
ment practices based solely on age. 

The staff to provide specialized public employ- 
ment office job counseling and placement services 
for the unemployed from age 45 to 65 was 
expanded. Retirement and social security pro- 
visions for State and local employees were im- 
proved and the minimum teacher retirement 
annuity was raised to $1800 per year. 

Sheltered workshops operated by municipal 
bodies were exempted from the provisions of work- 
men’s compensation, unemployment insurance, and 
certain articles of the labor law. 


Health and Health Insurance, 


Funds were provided for expansion of the De- 
partment of Health’s State programs in chronic 
illness and health of the aged and of the pro- 
gram fer community development grants. Much 
legislation dealt with the form and content of 
health insurance policies; in broad terms, the 
policy must state any limitations on continued 
coverage, any age limitations on renewal, and 
that the policy may be returned for cancellation 
with full refund within 10 days of delivery. Other 
acts limit the conditions under which the company 


may refuse to renew, and provide that conversion 
of group and family to individual policy holder; 
must be permitted with certain minimum benefits 
guaranteed under the new coverage. 
Housing 

Two housing referendums for this November 
were authorized. One would provide $100 millioy 
for public housing for urban renewal and low-rent 
housing, including housing for the aged ; the other, 
$100 million for middle-income limited profit hous. 
ing, under which nonprofit groups will be able t 
obtain low-cost loans for housing for the aged. 

Under separate legislation, women over 62 ani 
men over 65 may exclude up to $75 income per 
month from social security and private pension 
plan funds from the computation of annual income 
to determine eligibility for admission to, and con. 
tinued occupancy of, dwellings in low-rent housing 
projects. 
Recreation 

The appropriation for State aid to local govern. 
ments for operating recreation programs for the 
aged was increased to $200,000 per year to cover 
both the extension of such aid to towns as well as 
cities and the effects of the new formula which 
raised the aid from 10¢ to 25¢ per person 60 or 
over in the population. The program was giver 
more flexibility by authorizing the localities t 
provide recreation facilities directly or through 
contract with private, nonprofit, voluntary 
agencies. 
Social Welfare 

The State Department of Social Welfare was 
voted $25,000 for research, demonstration, ani 
pilot projects in the prevention or reduction of in- 
digency among the aged. The projects may lb 
conducted directly by the Department or col: 
tracted out to public or private organizations. 

For more detailed information, write to either 
the Interdepartmental Committee on Problems 0 
the Aging, Executive Chamber, Albany, or the 
Joint Legislative Committee on Problems of the 
Aging, 94 Broadway, Newburgh. 


Library Services for the Aged-l 


As promised in the story in Aging 44, P.4 
here is the first in a series of examples of speci#! 
library services for older persons: 

The Friends of the Library of Cabell County 
(Huntington, W. Va.) have prepared a very fit! 
4-page brochure explaining and encouraging the 
use of the extensive library services available ! 
the whole community. Copies of the brochure set! 
to older persons are modified by the addition of ! 
mimeographed slip entitled, “Senior Citizen Ser 
ices”. This slip explains the additional and spec# 
services for the aged, including: Telephone ser 
ice, mailing of books with postage paid both way’ 
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automatic renewals for 2 extra weeks, mailing of 
special book lists, etc. Each brochure is mailed 
out with an application card which may be 
returned by mail. 

For further information, write to Omar Bacon, 
Librarian, Public Library, Huntington, W. Va. 


Dayton: A Case Study on 
Building a Senior Citizens’ Center 


Dayton’s first awareness of the need to “do 
smething”’ for their senior citizens came to a 
head in November 1946 when an informal com- 
mittee decided to work for the establishment of 
local golden age clubs. Between that date and the 
opening of the Senior Citizens’ Center in June 
1957 stretches a story of work, study, planning, 
devotion, and more work. 

The 1946 committee carried. out its decision. 
The first golden age club was organized in 1947; 
within 4 years, there were 11 with over 300 mem- 
bers, meeting in churches, voluntary organization 
buildings, city recreation centers, etc. The leaders 
of these clubs, assured by membership growth that 
a need was being filled, decided to organize for 
concerted action to expand activities and for ex- 
change of ideas and solutions to mutual problems. 
They organized a committee, under the Community 
Welfare Council, and among other accomplish- 
ments, established two annual citywide events, a 
summer picnic and winter party. 

The club leaders, however, soon became aware 
that their membership had many serious needs in 
addition to those for companionship and leisure- 
time activity. The Community Welfare Council 
decided that consideration of the implications of 
these other needs demanded a committee more 
widely representative of the total community. 

Thus, the Committee on the Needs of Older 
People was born. For 4 years, beginning in 1949, 
the Committee studied, discussed, and investigated 
these needs, the local resources, and what was 
being done throughout the country. A 1953 survey 
convinced them that there was primary need for 
4counseling service to help older people help them- 
selves and an information service to steer older 
people to the available resources in the community. 
The establishment of a centrally-located senior 
‘itizens’ center to coordinate services for the aged 
was adopted as a top priority program. 

During the next three years, the Committee con- 
ducted a most thorough study. Study groups were 
‘rganized on program, staff and personnel, loca- 
lon, organization, and financing. Members visited 
‘enters in operation in three cities. Reports from 
“ight others were studied. These recommendations 
resulted : 

L. That a rounded program be offered older per- 
‘ns through a center providing consultation, 





information, and referral services, as well as op- 
portunities for social companionship and construc- 
tive use of leisure time. 

2. That thecenter be housed in a building adequate 
to the purposes of the center, suitable for use by 
older persons, and centrally located. 

3. That the center be staffed with a full-time, 
qualified director and assistant, and adult educa- 
tors, volunteer leaders, etc. 

4. That the center be operated as a new and in- 
dependent agency. 

5. That the estimated $18 to $21 thousand annual 
operating cost be covered, at least for the first 
year, by funds from private organizations and 
foundations. 

In the spring of 1956, the Community Welfare 
Council having given formal approval to the proj- 
ect, the Committee expanded from 14 to 35 mem- 
bers and got down to the job. In July, the Senior 
Citizens’ Center of Montgomery County was in- 
corporated under the laws of Ohio as a nonprofit 
organization with a rotating Board of Trustees 
serving on a voluntary basis. 

Finding an appropriate building turned out to 
be more difficult than had been anticipated. Of 
the 35 places considered, half of which were 
minutely examined by the Committee, only one met 
all of the tests: Central location in the downtown 
area, proximity to transportation, convenience to 
eating places, adequacy of floor space, and con- 
formity with the City Code. It wasn’t until April 
1957 that this suitable location, 210 South Main 
Street in downtown Dayton, was finally leased. 
Exploration of the sources of financial help led 
to the conclusion that the Center was a special 
kind of community service. The Board approached 
the Community Chest and was awarded a budget 
for 1957. 

The Center was formally opened on June 10, 
1957 with appropriate ceremony. Only the Board 
members and volunteers knew of the agonizing 
last minute rush to borrow from civic minded 
friends and interested agencies the furnishings 
which substituted for those not delivered on time. 

First month membership of 35 and average at- 
tendance of 12 has grown in nine months to 270 
members and average daily attendance of 64 in 
March 1958. The Center, true to its principle that 
the program must grow out of the needs and 
desires of the members, has stressed self-organiza- 
tion of the older citizens. They have their own 
organization, constitution, committees, and duly 
elected officers and share with the Center’s Board 
and staff both the planning and the execution of 
programs. 

The Center, in addition to the continuing coun- 
seling and referral programs and social activities, 
conducts such specially planned activities as 


(Continued on page 8, Column 2) 
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News of State Commissions 


The Massachusetts Council for the Aging (Room 
27, State House, Boston 33), which pioneered in 
State programs to build housing units exclusively 
for the aged, is planning a new program to provide 
training for nursing home licensees and operators. 
Based on the experience of other States, the De- 
partment of Public Health, the Federation of 
Nursing Homes, and Boston College will cooperate 
in presenting intensive courses on rehabilitation, 
nutrition, sanitation, medical records, accounting 
and management, use of drugs, and general nurs- 
ing care. Workshops will also be organized in 
various parts of the State. 

— 

The Louisiana Commission on the Aging has 
drafted legislation authorizing municipalities to 
appoint advisory councils on aging. The proposal, 
endorsed by the Louisiana Municipal Association, 
aims to encourage the formation of local bodies 
with which the State Commission can work and to 
pave the way for grass roots action should the 
U. S. Congress pass a bill for a White House Con- 
ference on Aging with funds for preliminary State 
conferences. J. W. Bateman is Executive Secretary 
of the Commission, Box 4282, Capitol Station, 
Baton Rouge, La. 





On May 19, the General Assembly of Rhod 
Island passed an act abolishing the Rhode Island 
Committee on Aging and creating a Division on 
Aging within the Executive Department. Th 
new Division immediately inherited the equip. 
ment, records, funds, etc., from the old Committee: 
$35,000 was appropriated for the next fiscal year, 

The Administrator of the Division, appointed 
by the Governor, will direct the work 6of the Divi. 
sion and appoint his own subordinates. Within the 
Division, there is to be an Advisory Committee of 
19 members; 15 appointed by the Governor for 
3-year terms (staggered so 5 expire each year) and 
4 from the two houses of the legislature. Th 
Governor designates the Committee Chairman ani 
the membership elects any other committe 
officers. 

The Division is required to deal specifically with 
health, provision of medical services, vocationa! 
rehabilitation, employment opportunities, housing, 
recreation, adult education, and research in aca. 
demic institutions, and to make activity report: 
and recommendations every 2 years. 

Section 4 provides that the Division “shall study, 
investigate, promote, plan and execute a program 
to meet the present and future needs of the aging 
citizens of the state and it shall receive the coopers- 
tion of all other state departments and agencies 
in carrying out a coordinated program. It shal 
also be the duty of said division to encourage ani 
assist in the development of programs for the 
aging in the towns and cities of this state. It shall 
consult and cooperate with municipal officers and 
agencies and with any federal or state agency 0! 
officer for the purpose of promoting coordination 
between state and local plans and between state 
and interstate plans for aging.” 

—_@— 

The Iowa Governor’s Study Committee on tl 
Care of the Aging is developing plans for a State 
wide survey to bring together information needet 
for an analysis of the situation of the aged l 
Iowa in order to prepare recommendations for the 
1959 legislature. The Jowa Nursing Home Ass0- 
ciation is surveying the costs of caring for the age? 
for presentation to the legislature and interested 
State agencies, especially in relation to the level @ 
Old-Age Assistance benefit payments. 

— 

The New Jersey State legislature passed a stat 
ute during its 1957 session authorizing the estab 
lishment of 3 official State bodies on aging: A 
Division, a Commission, and a Citizens Count! 
The Division of Aging has been established withit 
the State Department of Health in Trenton; th 
other two are in process of organization. Mrs 
Eone Harger, who has been appointed Director 
the Division, will also serve as executive office 
and member of both of the other groups. 
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The Way the Wind Blows 


The increasing number of retired military per- 
sonnel turning to teaching as a second career has 
created a need for special teacher training pro- 
grams. At the graduate level, for instance, the 
University of California has announced a teacher- 
preparatory program beginning this summer. The 
program offers 4 semesters of part-time study, 
2 years of full-time paid teaching experience, and 
3 eight-week summer sessions of professional 
training. It will enable qualified individuals to 
secure an M. S. to meet the California require- 
ments for secondary and junior college teachers. 
Address inquiries to Dean, School of Education, 
U. of California, Los Angeles 24, Calif. 
_— 
The Committee on Aging of the Council of Com- 
munity Forces of Chattanooga is making a survey 
to determine the characteristics of the older popu- 
lation of the country to serve as a basis for its 
community planning activities. Completion is 
expected this fall; for further information, write 
Prof. J. S. McCrary, Department of Sociology, 
U. of Chattanooga, Chattanooga 3, Tenn. 
—Q— 

When the Bureau of the Census conducted the 
Current Population (Sample Household) Survey 
for September 1956, it asked special questions on 
health insurance coverage and on hospital stays. 
The Division of Program Research of D/HEW’s 
Social Security Administration has just released 
the first of a series of analyses of the data, on 
health insurance coverage by age and sex. It 
shows that while nearly two-thirds of those under 
65 had some insurance, only a little more than 
mne-third 65 and over had any. Within the older 
group, the proportion declines even further with 
advanced age—less than a quarter of those 75 and 
wer were insured. Furthermore, the older age 
group had fewer kinds of protection—in the under 
65 group, one in eight had protection limited to 
hospitalization ; in those 65 and over, one in four 
‘twice as many) had only hospitalization insur- 
ance. For all ages, 64% of the men and 63.2% of 
the women had some insurance; for those 65 and 
Wer, it was 39.2% of the men and 34.2% of the 
women. However, while older women do have less 
irotection than either older men or younger 
women, comparison with earlier studies shows 
that the difference in protection between older 
men and women is growing smaller. For a copy of 
Ne analysis, write to Division of Program Re- 
earch, Social Security Administration, Washing- 
n 25, D. C., and ask for R & S Note No. 13 for 
458. Aging will note publication of the next 
analysis which will deal with the characteristics 
and Income of the insured and uninsured aged 
and of a future series on hospital utilization rates. 








The American Dental (ADA), Hospital (AHA), 
Medical (AMA), and Nursing Home (ANHA) As- 
sociations have established the Joint Council to 
Improve the Health Care of the Aged. The Council, 
consisting of three representatives from each asso- 
ciation, has stated its objectives for the aged as: 
To identify and analyze their health needs, to 
appraise available health resources, and to develop 
programs to foster the best possible health care 
regardless of their economic status. 

The new Council has adopted this 8-point pro- 
gram: Obtain the facts through a coordinated pro- 
gram of research; encourage the expansion and 
improvement of health care facilities; expand the 
development of community health services; co- 
operate with the Joint Commission on Mental IIl- 
ness and Health; intensify education, research, and 
action programs; promote the expansion of in- 
vestigations into the characteristics of health pro- 
blems of the aging; increase the availability of 
improved voluntary health insurance coverage for 
older people; and urge State and local governments 
to provide realistic financial support for medical, 
dental, hospital, and nursing home care of aging 
public assistance recipients. 

Dr. Edwin L. Crosby, Director of AHA and In- 
terim Secretary of the Council (535 N. Dearborn 
St., Chicago 10, IIl.), listed the following projects 
in which member associations are involved: The 
AHA is cooperating with the Public Health Serv- 
ice on a conference on the care of patients with 
long-term illnesses; the AMA and the ANHA are 
preparing improved standards for nursing homes; 
the AMA is participating in the planning with 
D/HEW and many voluntary agencies for a 
national conference on homemaker and related 
services ( see Aging 43, p. 4) ; and the AMA, hav- 
ing held 6 regional conferences to help doctors 
cope with the problems of the aged, is preparing a 
national conference for September. 

— om 

The Golden Age Club of Indianapolis, jointly 
sponsored by the Jewish Community Center and 
the local section of the National Council of 
Jewish Women, for more than six years has con- 
centrated its “services to the community” on work 
for the Cancer Society. More than 50 members, 
ranging in age from 64 to 90, have donated their 
time and services, with a weekly average attend- 
ance of 11. In addition to 7 members who recently 
were awarded their “100 hour” service pins, one 
member has a total of 1,286 hours, and another 
member, now 90, lost track of his total but remem- 
bers that it was 500 in 1952 when he showed the 
club the motion picture on the Cancer Society that 
started the whole project. For details, write to 
Mort Goodman, Jewish Community Center, 6701 
Hoover Rd., Indianapolis 20, Ind. 








The 1958 Emergency Housing Act (introduced 
by Sen. Sparkman) provides a number of indirect 
aids to the housing for the elderly program as part 
of FHA operations and authorizes an additional 
$50 million for FNMA purchase of mortgages in 
this program. The Administration’s housing bill 
(introduced by Sen. Capehart), not yet acted upon, 
would write a special new Section 229 for the 
housing for the elderly program currently included 
in Section 207, and provide operating flexibility. 
It would also increase present mortgage ceilings 
per unit in high cost areas. Action is still expected 
during the present session. 

—_—— 

With the help of a part-time Senior Citizen 
Activities Director, supplied by the Recreation De- 
partment, a functioning Senior Citizen’s Club has 
developed during the past two years in the small, 
growing city of El Cerrito, California. In addition 
to electing their own officers and participating in 
the planning of their own activities, the group has 
supplied leadership to similar groups in the area, 
to activities of the West Contra Costa Community 
Welfare Council, and to the county’s first Senior 
Citizen Conference late last year. 

The Club’s activities include regular weekly 
social evenings and daytime workshops and such 
special projects as: Visiting the sick; supplying, 
decorating, and staffing a booth at the Boys’ Club 
Fair; helping at a school for cerebral palsied chil- 
dren; dressing dolls for the Community Toy Shop; 
and providing cookies for the Sonoma home for 
children. 

The Director is Marie A. Bolt, 10890 San Pablo 
Ave., El Cerrito 6, Calif. 


— 

The national office of the United Automobile 
Workers and Local 155 have opened another 
activity center for retired men and women at 8230 
East Eight Mile Road in Detroit. The Center, dedi- 
cated at special ceremonies on April 15, has begun 
operations on a 3-day-a-week basis, Wednesday 
through Friday. For further information, write 
to Olga Madar, Director, UAW Recreation Depart- 
ment, 8000 East Jefferson Ave., Detroit 14, Mich. 

eit 

The Lane County (Oregon) Board of Commis- 
stoners has approved a resolution to the County 
Housing Authority recommending a request of 
$20,000 in federal funds for a survey and planning 
study of the feasibility of constructing a low-rent 
public housing project of 100 to 150 dwelling 
units for elderly persons. The favored site, the 
county-owned 52-acre tract on Coburg Road, north 
of Eugene, was formerly the county farm. The 
project is in the hands of Robert Campbell, 
Director, Lane County Housing and Urban Re- 
newal Agency, Eugene, Oreg. 














Among the hotels recently converted to “retire. 
ment residences” on a commercial basis, the 
Monterey-By-The-Sea in Asbury Park, New Jer. 
sey, has drawn attention because of its departure 
from some previous practices. The 400-room, 
“luxury” hotel, facing the beach and boardwalk, 
will provide, for rates ranging from $125 to $335 
per month, full hotel service and organized social 
and recreational opportunities, not usually avail- 
able in retirement hotels. In addition, the hotel 
will open its facilities two days a week as a day 
center for senior citizens of the community with 
a light luncheon offered at a nominal price. For 
full information, write to President Jean Kaplan 
or General Manager Sidney Siegel at the hotel. 
—_ 

Allegro Film Productions has produced a new 
film, This is My Friend, for the Cook County (IIl.) 
Department of Public Welfare, under a grant from 
the Wieboldt Foundation. The 16 mm, black and 
white, sound film, running 29 minutes, deals with 
the “friendly visiting” program through the story 
of the reintegration of an isolated older woman 
into the community. The “friendly visitor” is part 
of the supplementary service of the public welfare 
agency, under the supervision of the caseworker. 
A print may be purchased at $125 from Allegro 
Film Productions, 3606 New England Ave, 
Chicago 34, Ill., or rented at $5 from the Allegro 
firm or the Cook County Department of Welfare, 
160 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 1, Ill. 

= 

The Committee on Aging of the Ohio Citizens’ 
Council for Health and Welfare, 167 E. State St, 
Columbus 15, Ohio, is making a study of recrea- 
tional and social activities for the aged. As a by- 
product of its efforts to locate existing programs, 
the Committee has compiled a directory of the 8 
centers and the 260 clubs it found in 48 of the 8 
counties in Ohio. 

— 

Niagara Falls, N. Y., has a “Committee of One 
Hundred” which is planning and conducting 4 
Survey of Chronic and Long-Term Illness 
Niagara County. The Committee is composed of 
representatives of all levels of government and 0 
private organizations and groups covering every 
aspect of community life; financing, too, come 
from the same wide variety of sources. The gel 
eral objectives of the study are to determine the 
resources and the needs, and the most useful future 
plans and priorities to bring these into balance. 
The study, started late in 1957, is scheduled to be 
completed about the middle of 1959. Copies of the 
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excellent “Prospectus”, “Design of Study”, “Pros: 
ress Report’, etc., are available from Edward | 
Lindsey, Executive Secretary, Council of Social 
Agencies, P. O. Box 406, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
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The Federal Public Housing Administration and 
the Housing Authority of Providence, R. I., have 
completed a contract for a low-rent public housing 
project, to provide 36 units for older persons, 
adjacent to the Chad Brown Housing Project. The 
development, estimated to cost about $417,000, 
will contain 32 units for single elderly people and 
4 for couples. Under the contract, the Federal 
agency may lend the local authority up to 90% of 
the development costs and, after construction, will 
make annual contributions to help keep the rents 
within the means of low-income groups. 
— 

Clemson College of Clemson, S. C., has pioneered 
in education for the older adult in South Carolina 
by offering a retirement planning course at its 
Continuing Education Center. Twenty-nine per- 
sns completed the entire course and brought 
visitors to many sessions. The five 2-hour sessions 
dealt with: Psychology of Retirement; Senior 
Citizens, Their Adult Children and Grandchildren ; 
Physical and Nutritional Needs of Senior Citizens; 
Having Fun in Your Community; and the Senior 
Citizen and His Community. Enrollees came from 
awide variety of manual, white collar, and execu- 
tive occupations. 

As a result of the enthusiastic response on the 
evaluation sheets filled out at the end of the course, 
afollow-up course is to be offered. For further in- 
frmation, write the course coordinator, Dr. Vir- 
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ginia Hardie, 302 S. Spring St., Walhalla, S. C. 
Books, Pamphlets and Reports 


The Bureau of Services for the Aging, Pennsyl- 
vania Department of Welfare, Harrisburg, has 
jrepared a gem among small mimeographed pam- 
thlets, under the self-explanatory title, Questions 
md Answers on Licensing Nursing and Conva- 
scent Homes. Although based on the provisions 
{ Pennsylvania laws, the material on facilities, 
lersonnel, operator qualifications, etc., will interest 
udents and practitioners of nursing home ad- 
nnistration everywhere. For a free copy, write 
ilias S. Cohen, Director of the Bureau. 


x 
The American Life Convention and the Life In- 
‘urance Association of America, which jointly 
present 266 life insurance companies account- 
Ng for 96% of U.S. legal reserve life insurance, 
‘ave drawn up a statement, Sownd Policy for 
eval Security, presenting the policy position of 
ie life insurance business concerning social 
“curity. In general, social security itself is ac- 
“pted and supported but liberalization and expan- 
_ “unwarranted by sound principle” are op- 
Msed., For a free copy of the 16-page booklet, 
tte the Institute of Life Insurance, 488 Madison 
“Ve, New York 22, N. Y. 





The National Committee on the Aging of the 
National Social Welfare Assembly, 345 E. 46th 
St., New York 17, N. Y., has begun publication of 
a new series, each issue of which will deal with 
current developments in a specific field of interest 
in aging. Volume 1, Number 1 (50¢), covers Cur- 
rent Developments in Preparation for Retirement 
and presents research findings, examples, opinion, 
and recommendations, under: “New Program for 
a New Need”, “Program Content and Method”, 
“Action Outside Industry”, and “Principles in 
Planning”’. 

The Committee’s Employment and Retirement 
Section has begun a mimeographed information 
exchange, News Briefs from Correspondents, cov- 
ering developments and programs concerning the 
older worker and the retirement process. Charles 
W. Haines, head of this Section, is accepting re- 
quests for back copies and for addition to the mail- 
ing list. Write to him at the Committee address. 

The National Social Welfare Assembly’s 1958 
Publications List features the publications on 
aging published by, or for sale by, the National 
Committee. For a copy, write to the Assembly. 


* 


The Challenge to America: Its Economic and 
Social Aspects. Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Inc. 
Garden City: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1958. 78 pp. 
75¢. This is the report of Panel IV of the Special 
Studies Project in the America at Mid-Century 
Series, financed by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 
The report examines the contemporary situation of 
the U.S. economy and the prospects for the future. 
It spells out the factors underlying our continuing 
increase in productivity and shows how the re- 
sultant rising income can be used to improve the 
living standards of our people, including better 
pensions and services for the elderly. It provides 
both encouragement and challenge. 


* 


D/HEW’s Office of Education has completed 
one of the studies on adult education activities an- 
nounced in Aging 37, p. 5. The April issue of 
School Life carries an article, “Adults in the 
Public Schools”, presenting the results of the sur- 
vey of legal provisions for public school adult 
education programs in all of the States, together 
with data on State aid expenditures in 16 States 
for 1956-57. The magazine is available from the 
Government Printing Office at 15¢ per copy or $1 
per year (9 issues). Reprints of the article are 
available free from the Adult Education Branch, 
Office of Education, Dept. of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, Washington 25, D. C. A shorter 
summary of the survey findings appears in the 
May issue of Adult Educator, published by the 
National Association of Public School Adult Edu- 
cators, 1201—16th St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 
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The April Statistical Bulletin of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Co. (1 Madison Ave., New 
York 10, N. Y.) presents a table and analysis of 
longevity, expressed as life expectancy at birth, 
for 47 countries for which comparable data were 
available for a recent year and for a year around 
1940. It shows that the Netherlands has the high- 
est average life expectancy, 72.5 years, and India, 
the lowest with 32.1 years. The U. S. ranks about 
7th. In practically every country, women outlive 
men. 

* 


D/HEW’s Public Health Service has issued an 
important 11-page booklet on The Food You Eat 
and Heart Disease, addressed to the layman. 
Quantity purchases at $5 per 100 copies may be 
made from the Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. For free single copies, write to 
the Public Health Service, Washington 25, D. C. 


* 

The AMA’s Chronic Illness Newsletter for April 
carries another article on health insurance for the 
aged, presenting the progress made to meet the 
problems stressed in the last (February) issue. 
Also featured are articles on “Rehabilitation in 
a County Nursing Home” and the planning of a 
Statewide glaucoma program in Illinois. Write for 
a copy to the Editor of the Newsletter, 535 N. 
Dearborn St., Chicago 10, IIl. 


* 

Factory Management and Maintenance for 
March features a long article, ‘““The Older Worker”, 
which reports the detailed findings of the maga- 
zine’s survey of personnel practices in 163 com- 
panies and presents an analysis of what these 
facts mean to plant operating managements. 
Major conclusions are that the values of workers 
over 50 far exceed drawbacks of physical deterior- 
ation and that difficulties arise from restrictive 
attitudes and practices of both management and 
unions. Factory is published by McGraw-Hill, 


330 W. 42nd St., New York 36, N.Y.; subscription: f 
are $4 per year, single copies $1, and reprints of 
the article 50¢. 

* 

The Social Security Bulletin Annual Statistica 
Supplement, 1956 has been published. This 90- 
page document presents a review of the operations 
under the Social Security Administration in calen- 
dar year 1956 in text and charts, followed by 10! 
tables presenting detailed data on general social 
security, Old-Age and Survivors Insurance, Pub- 
lic Assistance, maternal and child health and child 
welfare, and federally chartered credit unions. 
For sale at 45¢ by the U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. (Note: Beginning 
with the 1955 Statistical Supplement (40¢), these 
are separate publications and are not included in 
the regular $2.75 subscription fee for the monthly 
Social: Security Bulletin.) 





(Dayton—continued from page 3) 
ceramics, basket-weaving, group singing, painting, 
art work, sewing and fancy work, lectures, forums, 
book reviews, civic affairs discussions, and 
monthly birthday and evening parties. 

Community support from organizations and it- 
dividuals has been very gratifying. Good news 
paper and radio coverage has helped spread the 
word to the community, to interested volunteers, 
to cooperating agencies, and to the older citizens 
themselves. 

The Center’s Board and staff feel that a fine 
start has been made. The growth thus far shows 
that needs are being met but also represents 4 
challenge with almost unlimited possibilities 
These devoted Daytonians have accepted the cha 
lenge and are confident that when future chapters 
of this story are written they will show continu 
progress. 

Edna Studebaker is Executive Director of th 
Senior Citizens’ Center of Montgomery County, 
210 South Main Street, Dayton 2, Ohio. 








J 


'f 
ip 
AVOlD Ht, £ 
300 i 





